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XXXIL An Account of fome ancient "Trumpets^ 
and other pieces of 4^uiquityj found in the County 
of Tyrone in Ireland. In a Letter from 
Francis Nevill, Eff^ to the ^ght \eyerend 
the Lord IBifhop of Ciogher^ F* R, S. 

Belt ur bet J Decern l\ 2f. 1712. 
Mj LORD, 

N my laft I gave your Lordibip an Account of 

fome Urns found in different places in the North, 

which came to my view fince I have had Refldence in 
it. I promifed then to fend your Lordftiip a Sketch of 
fome Trumpets found in the lower Barony of Dnngau- 
mnjin the County o! Tyrone^ about feven Years ago : 
There were eight of them found together, four of one 
Make, and four of another j tv&o^of which I have now 
by me, the Draughts of v/hich I here fend, as reprefent- 
ed in fig s. and %%. 5. "They arc of caft Brafs, of the 
thicknefs of anEffglifk Half-Crown* 
nkVl Fig. %. is 24 Inches long, according, to the Turn or 
^k^ 2* Arch it makes, and is j Inches in Diameter at the large 
End, and at the fmall End it is folid for about two In- 
ches, with a Loop at top to hang it by, and another 
Loop between the folid part and the Mouth-piece. The 
Mouth-piece is Oval, 5 Inches from the folid End, one 
Inch and three quarters long, and one Inch wide : The 
fides thereof are fmooch, round, and even, eafy for the 
Lips of a Man, but will not admit of any found by 
Blaft as a Horn doth, but by the articulate Voice of tooc^ 
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iog it will : One may raife his Voice ia it to the bighcfl: 
Pitehj and bring it the deepeft Bafe, 

'Fig. 5.' is "26 Inches long, one inch wide at the [m^WTab. V.I- 
End, and three Inches at the other; but ieems to htf^i- ^ 
itnperfeft for want of a Mouth-piece 5 the (mail End 
feems to be fitted to receive one* On the Back at a. 
there is a Hole, and another under the Moulding at b -^ 
the firft I believe was to faften the Mouth-piece, the fe. 
cond I imagine was to (lop or open with the Finger to 
alter the Sound at pleafure. But as it is now, it cannot 
be founded ; fqr it is no way fitted for theaVIouth, it 
being thin and (iiarp; which will be bell: uoderftood by 
the Figure. 

I cannot find in any Irifh Story , P^ by Tfadition, any 
Account of this fort of Trumpet's, nor indeed of any 
other; from whence I gather they are of great Anti- 
quity : For had they been of ufe at,-or fince the firft 
of the Englijh Conquefts, there would have been fome 
Hints of them. And therefore I do conclude they were 
of ofe v^rhgn the Gooritry was Pagan, and not in Mar- 
tial Affairs, but by their Priefts a,t their Funeral Rights 
when they buried their Dead^ and bore a part witii 
thofe who cryed at thofe Funerals, or made an howU 
ing fort of a Noife ^ which (brt of Noife is ufed amang 
the Natives to this Day. But I x'efer this to thofe who 
may have nut with fome Account that I have not. 

Fig. 4. is an Inftrument of much better Metta!^ being rj-^^^ yi^ 
file Gold ; but what to call it, or of vv^hat ufe, I never Hg.4. 
could meet wich any could tell me. There have been 

5 found in different places, three of which I have iQtn 
lince ! came to this Place. One v/as found near C^^/« 
hill, ia fcowring a Ditch^ under the iide of a large 
Stone 5 which Stone was one ot three which were 
placed triangular-wife 5 whether kt in this form as a 
Mark to find this thing when hid, or whether for any 
other ufe, I cannot guefsj but I have (een Stones in 
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feveral Parts of this Kingdom fet in this Order. It is 
reported^ that there were fotne other pieces of Gold 
found with this, but I could not fee them ; One, I was 
toldjWas fomewhat like a Scepter, about i8 Inches long 5 
and another was round like a large Medal, as thick as 
two Crown pieces, and as broad as the Palm of a Man's 
Hand, with ftrange Charafters on it. But whatever 
rhey were, the poor Man that found them I believe f^ot 
but little by them 5 for this, of which I have here fent 
the Draught, was fold at the Market of Coot hill for a 
quarter of a Pound of Tobacco, and afterwards at Duh^ 
lin for Twenty three Pounds^ where I faw it at the 
Goldftniths. Its Beauty and Colour furpaffed any Gold 
I had feen : It had been caft, and not wrought with the 
Hammer. The two Cones were two Inches in Diame- 
ter each, and two Inches afundec from each other. The 
Bow or Handle was made like an Arch (as you fee in 
the Figure) about a quarter of an Inch thick : The 
Handle was round, tapering towards both Ends^ where 
it was fixed to both the Cones. The Goldfraith told 
me, that when he had wrought part thereof, he could 
not bring the Gold to the right Colour again, tho' it 
was in finenefs equal to our Standard. This could be no 
Ornament for the Body ^ perhaps it might be of fome 
religious \x(q\ but whether Popifti, or Pagan, I leave to 
better Judgments. 

Fran. Nevill, 
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